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 Surficial geology mapping in the 1970s 

 Multibeam sonar mapping (early 2000s) 

 The seascape map 

 Conclusion 
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1977 



4 Formation mapping 

 Scotian Shelf Drift (deposited under 

glaciers or at glacier margin) 

 Emerald Silt (derived from glacial meltwater 

plumes) 

 Sambro Sand 

 LaHave Clay (postglacial mud) 

 Sable Island sand and gravel 
(postglacial, mobile) 

Strata consisting dominantly of a certain lithology… 
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Mid- 1990s: Advent of multibeam sonar mapping………. 
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8 Systematic mapping with multibeam sonar:  

Canada’s Oceans Action Plan 
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Scale 1:50:00 
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11 Land system mapping 

Areas with 

recurring 

patterns of 

landform, 

geology, 

and  

vegetation. 
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Seascapes: areas with recurring patterns  

of morphology, texture, and biota.  

Placentia Bay 

Makkovik Bank 

Bay of Fundy 
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Bedrock Seascapes 

Glacial Seascapes 

Glaciomarine Seascapes 

Muddy Seascapes 

Scoured Seascapes 

Sandy Seascapes 

Biological Seascapes 

Anthropogenic Seascapes 
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Glaciomarine sediment 
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The Future…… 

Maps available at GEOSCAN 
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